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What is Claimed: 

information transmission method for transmitting 
in\formation that meets the requirements of a user, 
comparising : 

outputting to the user information showing how the 
informati>on that meets the requirements is treated in 
an information source as layout information when 
receiving the requirements from the user; 

receiving from the user a specification of the 
information that should be transmitted to the user based 
on the layout Mif ormation; and 

transmittingNthe specified information to the user. 

2. An information transmission method for transmitting 
information that \rieets the requirements of a user, 
comprising : 

storing a pref erenc^ for information that each user 
having a possibility of receiving information wants to 
obtain; 

retrieving information Rowing how the information 
that meets the requirements is treated in an information 
source using the preference^ when receiving the 
requirements from the user; 

outputting the retrieved ^^hoV-treated-in-source 
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information" as layout information to the user; 

receiving from the user a specification of the 
information that should be transmitted t/o the user base 
upon the layout information; and 

transmitting the specified information. 



3. The information transmission methpd according Claim 

1, wherein 

said information showing how the information is 
treated in an information source is /information showing 
the position in the information source and an importance 
degree in the information source 

4. The information transmission method according Claim 

2, wherein 

said information showing ho\j the information is 
treated in an information source is information showing 
the position in the information source and the importance 
degree in the information source. 



5. An information receiving method for receiving 
necessary information from an external party, 
comprising: 

outputting to the external party a request for 
specifying the information thLt a user is likely to 



V 
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require; 

receiving from the external party information 
showing how the information that the user is like6.y to 
require is treated in an information source as /layout 
information; 

receiving a specification of the informa,£ion that 
the user decides is necessary based on ^e layout 
information; and 

requesting the external party to iVransmit the 
specified information to the user. 



6. The information receiving method acqording Claim 5, 
wherein, 

said information showing how the information is 
treated in an information source is information showing 
a position in the information sourc^ and an importance 
degree in the information source, 

1 , A computer-readable storage mediiam storing a program 
used to direct a computer capable of transmitting 
information that meets the requirements of a user, 
comprising the steps of: 

outputting to the user info/rmation showing how the 
information that meets the reqliirements of the user is 
treated in an information source as layout information; 
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receiving from the user a specification of the 
information that should be transmitted to the user based 
on the layout ii\f ormation; and 

transmitting the specified information to the user. 



8 - A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct \a computer capable of receiving 
;3 necessary information from an external party, 

comprising the sAeps of: 



ry 10 outputting to the \ external party a request for 

_g specifying the informatVLon that the user is likely to 



require; 

receiving from the External party a information 
showing how the informatioTi that the user is likely to 
15 require is treated in an ii^formation source as layout 

information; 

receiving a specification of the information that 
the user decides necessar^ based on the layout 
information; and 
20 requesting the external p^rty to transmit the 

specified information to the user, 

9 . The computer-readable storage^^dium according Claim 
7, wherein 

25 said information showing how Vthe information is 
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treated in the information source is information showing 
the position in the information source and an importance 
degree in the information source. 

10. The computer-readable storage medium according 
Claim 8, wherein 

said information showing how t/he information is 
treated in an information source is i/nformation showing 

/ 

the position in the information source and the importance 
degree in the information source, 



11. An information transmission apparatus capable of 



transmitting information that m^ 
of a user, comprising: 



:ets the requirements 



an information retrieval unit for retrieving 

I 

information showing how the information that meets the 
requirements of the user is treatied in the information 
source; 

a layout information output /unit for outputting to 



the user the retrieved 



information" as layout information; and 

an information transmission unit for transmitting 
to the user the requested information based on the layout 
information . 



how- treated- in- source 
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12. An information receiving apparatus capable of 
receiving necessary information from an external 
party, comprising: j 
a request output unit for outputting to the external 
party a request for specifying the information that the 
user is likely to require; 

a layout information receiving/ unit for receiving 
from the external party information showing how the 
information that the user is likely^to require is treated 
in an information source as layojut information; and 

a transmission request unit for requesting the 
external party to transmit the infprmation that the user 
decides is necessary. 



13. An information transmission method for 
transmitting information thatj meets the requirements 
of a user, comprising: 
adding information showing how each piece of 
information is treated in an iiformation source; 

reading the information showing 
'^how- treated- in- source information'' and outputting 
said information as layout information to the user; 

receiving a specification of the information from 
the user based on the layout ii 
transmitting the specified ii 



the 



nformation; and 
nformation to the user, 



41 



14. An information transmission apparatus capable 
of transmitting information that meets the requirements 
of a user, comprising: 

information retrieval means for retrieving 
information showing how the information that meets the 
requirements of the user is treated in the information 
source; 

layout information output meins for outputting to 
the user the retrieved ^^hpw-treated-in-source 
information" as layout informati 

information transmission means 
the user the requested inf ormatioiji 
information . 



on; and 

for transmitting to 
based on the layout 



15. 



An information receiving apparatus capable of 



Du from an external 



receiving necessary informati 
party, comprising: 

request output means for output^ting to the external 
party a request for specifying the 
user is likely to required- 
layout information receiving imeans for receiving 



information that the 



from the external party informati 
information that the user is likely t 
in an information source as layout information; and 
transmission request means flor requesting the 



on showing how the 
o require is treated 
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external party to transmit the information that the user 
decides is necessary. 
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